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Previously Client Coordinator and sector analyst in the O&G sector. Key 
transaction experience:
• Advised a BEE consortium on the acquisition of Chevron South 

Africa and Chevron Botswana (via Glencore);

• Debt financing transaction of R3 bn to an International Oil Company 
in South Africa;

• Debt financing transaction of R3bn to iGas to acquire additional 
shares in the ROMPCO gas pipeline;

• Several debt funding to Retailers

Hobbies and Interest - Reading African fiction, playing golf,  
indoor cycling

Favourite quote - “Do what you want and not what is expected of you.”

Francois Gamet has been appointed as Chief Executive of Standard 
Bank (Mauritius) Limited in September 2021. Francois has over 25 years 
working experience in the financial services sector, mainly in private 
equity and investment banking, in the US, UK, Russia, China and across 
Africa always with a focus on emerging markets. 

He has had a successful career with Standard Bank Group (SBG) having 
joined in 2004 and held various executive positions within the Group 
including his most recent role as Head of Asia for the Group and CEO of 
Standard Advisory (China) Ltd. In this role he was responsible for group 
strategy definition and implementation across Asia with a focus on SBG 
strategic relationship with the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China 
(ICBC).

Hobbies and Interest - Scuba diving, hiking and extensive travel

Favourite quote - “The triumph of humility and fierce resolve.”

MOTSEI  
MODISE 

FRANCOIS 
GAMET 

Master of Ceremony

Speakers

Senior Client Coordinator:  
Consumer sector,  
Standard Bank

Chief Executive,  
Standard Bank Mauritius



Mr Harvesh Kumar Seegolam was appointed as Governor of the Bank 
of Mauritius in March 2020. Prior to his appointment as Governor of 
the Bank of Mauritius, Mr Seegolam was the Chief Executive of the 
Financial Services Commission (FSC) since July 2017. 

In his previous position, Mr Seegolam spearheaded numerous 
national initiatives with respect to the development and regulation 
of Financial Services. He has equally been instrumental in delivering 
on the national strategy with respect to the 10-year Blue Print for the 
financial services sector. Driving a culture of innovation throughout the 
industry, Mr Seegolam has been at the forefront of the establishment 
of the National Regulatory Sandbox Licence Committee in 2018, and 
is a member of the Mauritius Artificial Intelligence Council. Over the 
last years, Mr Seegolam has been a key contributor and a member 
of various technical committees at the level of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). He has driven the 
setting up of the FSC Regional Centre of Excellence – an initiative 
launched in collaboration with the OECD, aiming at furthering capacity 
building and research in the fields of financial services, competition 
and digital finance in Sub Saharan Africa for regulatory bodies and law 
enforcement agencies.
 
Prior to joining the FSC, Mr Seegolam launched and ran the Financial 
Services Promotion Agency with the mandate of promoting Mauritius 
as an International Financial Centre. Mr Seegolam has equally 
been part of the strategic team leading the Board of Investment of 
Mauritius, now the Economic Development Board, where he was in 
charge of the Innovation, Technology and Services cluster.

HARVESH 
SEEGOLAM 
Governor,  
Bank of Mauritius



Dr Sithanen’s professional career of almost 44 years is split among 
public sector, private sector and international advisory work. He has 
held senior positions in the private sector:
• Minister of Finance: 1991 – 1995,
• Instrumental in shaping policies to diversify the economy and 

laid the foundation for the emergence of Mauritius as an IFC
• Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance: 2005 – 2010
• Director of Strategy: African Development Bank Tunis, Tunisia: 

2011
• Chairperson and Director of International Financial Services: 

2011 - 2016
• Chairman of the Rwanda Development Board: 2013 – 2017, 

adviser to the Governments of Rwanda on tax, competitiveness 
and financial services

• Chairperson and Director of Sanne Mauritius: 2017 – to date, a 
large management company that provides fund administration 
and corporate services to international corporates and 
institutions

• WEF (1994): one of the 100 Global Leaders for Tomorrow for 
contribution in public and private sector (at age 40)

• Bestowed the highest mark of distinction of Grand Commander 
of the Star and Key (GCSK) in 2009 for contribution in the 
economic and political fields.

Hobbies and Interest - reading, listening to music, travelling and 
visiting new places

Favourite quote - “Everybody wants to go to heaven but nobody 
wants to die”

DR RAMA 
SITHANEN 
Chairman and Director, 
Sanne Mauritius

Nicholas has worked in corporate & investment banking for more 
than 12 years, across multiple sectors and geographies (Africa, 
Europe, Asia), with a strong emerging market focus. 

Skilled in and highly enthusiastic about energy markets and the 
unfolding energy transition, low-carbon development, business 
development, client engagement, relationship building, and 
solutioning to their needs in the ever-changing business landscape.

Hobbies and Interest - Travel, Hiking, Trail Running

Favourite quote - “Believe you can, and you’re half way there.”
NICHOLAS  
GREEN 
Senior Coverage specialist, 
Standard Bank Oil and Gas, 
Coverage



Dele is the Global Head, Oil & Gas for standard group. He is a 16-
year veteran with the Standard Bank Group (SBG) where he started 
his career with the Nigerian Subsidiary; Stanbic IBTC Bank as the 
Country Head for the Oil and Gas & Power and Infrastructure sectors.

He held this role which included responsibilities for Investment 
Banking Coverage for over 9 years and was subsequently appointed 
as Nigeria Country Head of Client Coverage for Corporate and 
Investment Banking. In 2018, he moved to the parent company in 
South Africa where he assumed the role of Global Head of Oil and Gas, 
a position he still holds.

Prior to his time with SBG, Dele held a wide range of positions across 
organizations such as Standard Chartered Bank in the Wholesale 
Banking group, and Citibank as a Relationship Manager with extensive 
experience in risk management, over a period of 10 years.

Dele is focused on delivering Standard Bank’s financing and advisory 
expertise in Africa to clients around the world and particularly in 
Africa. He has been involved in energy financing and has executed 
anchor roles in leading finance deals valued at over of $15 billion 
during his career with Standard Bank.

DELE KUTI
Global Head, Oil & Gas,  
Standard Bank Group

Frederic began his career as an entrepreneur in the field of NICTs and 
pivoted to join a consulting firm. He then moved to TOTAL to design 
and run several organisation projects in the Upstream division
Fréderic was appointed as Senior Business Developer in the Middle 
East and North Africa for renewable energies where he managed 
many structuring projects.

He then joined the Marketing and Services Division to lead complex 
project teams in mergers and acquisitions in Middle East and Africa. 
In 2018 he was appointed as Managing Director of Total’s distribution 
subsidiary in Togo where he spent three years to organise, develop 
and lead the subsidiary

Frédéric has been deeply involved in the creation of the European 
Chamber of Commerce (Eurocham) in Togo to bridge European 
investors with the attractiveness of Togo, acting as the first Vice 
President.

Hobbies and Interest  - Rugby, nautical sports, Geopolitics, 
international relationships, economy  

Favourite quote - “If you want to go fast, go alone, if you want to go far, 
go together.”

FREDERIC  
RIVIERE
Managing Director,  
Total Energies Marketing 
Mauritius



Keith joined Wilderness Safaris in 1993 and has never looked back. 
After six years as the company’s Chief Operations Officer, he was 
appointed CEO in July 2013. In order to initiate the next level of growth 
within the business, and to ensure the Group achieves this next phase 
of development, he moved to a more focused role as CEO for the 
Wilderness Group in November 2018. Keith is extremely proud of the 
remarkable people who have grown the company to where it is today, 
and looks forward to ensuring that Wilderness continues to make a 
positive impact, building further sustainable conservation economies 
in Africa, and beyond. His main goal for the business is to make 
sure that its unique, financially viable model of non-consumptive 
ecotourism land-use continues to generate benefits for the people 
and wildlife in the areas in which it operates, and those in which 
Wilderness might be present in the future. 

Hobbies and Interest - Growing up in Zimbabwe, Keith knew at 
the age of nine that he wanted to contribute to the conservation of 
his country’s wildlife, and the protection of its wilderness areas. He 
developed a love for the outdoors and natural history of the country, 
becoming a professional guide in 1980.  He has dedicated his life to 
his passion, and continues to positively impact the protection of the 
world’s wilderness through high-end conservation tourism. His other 
obsession – golf!   

Favourite quote - “We must use time wisely and forever realize that 
the time is always ripe to do right.” -  Nelson Mandela 

Our new goal for Wilderness is to double the amount of land we help 
protect by 2030.

KEITH  
VINCENT 
Chief Executive,  
Wilderness Safaris 

Sanjay joined Standard Bank (Mauritius) Limited in August 2006 
as a Relationship Manager in the Corporate Banking Division. He 
currently looks after the Oil & Gas, Energy & Infrastructure, TMT and 
Financial Institutions sectors for the bank . He has been in the banking 
industry for more than 25 years. Prior to joining the Standard Bank 
(Mauritius) Limited, he was Senior Officer for a major local bank 
where he has been Corporate portfolio Lead and Project Lead for the 
implementation  of a CRM module.

Hobbies and Interest  - Swimming , travel, community involvement, 
watching football matches and Formula 1 races.  

Favourite quote - “Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value.”

SANJAY BEERBUL 
Senior Manager, 
Client Coverage,  
Standard Bank Mauritius



After completing articles with PwC, Leon moved to the Global Risk 
Management Services within PwC, where he became the Senior 
Manager in charge of Data Management. He is a Charted Accountant 
and also holds an Honours Degree in Accounting Science and obtained 
a qualification as a Certified Computer Auditor. In 2004, Leon moved 
to Solenta Aviation, where he became Group Finance Director within 
18 months. During his tenure as Group Finance Director, the group 
expanded from 12 aircraft to 48 aircraft, operating in eight African 
countries (including South Africa, Mozambique, Algeria, Ghana, 
Gabon, Kenya, Tanzania and Cote d’Ivoire). Leon joined Grit in April 
2015 as CFO, where he has continued to utilise his tax structuring 
knowledge and experience in operating in Africa to expand the asset 
base of Grit from US$140m (2 assets) to over US$800m 54 assets.

Hobbies and Interest - Mountain biking and Information Technology

Favourite quote - “Do or do not. There is no try.” - Yoda

Worked in SANY Group for 6 years and SUNDA Group for 6 years. 
Work experience in domestic financing, overseas financing, fund 
management and other departments of large enterprises, and has 
rich experience in syndicated loans, IFC loans, project finance, trade 
finance, etc.

Hobbies and Interest - Hiking, swimming, badminton

Favourite quote - “The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams.”WENBO XIAN  

(BOB) 
Financing Director EA & WA, 
Sunda Group

LEON VAN  
DE MOORTELE 
Chief Financial Officer, GRIT

Cedric is a director and the Chief Financial Officer of South Suez 
Capital, a leading Private Equity Fund of Funds Manager. He has 
over 15 years of experience in the financial services industry.  He 
also serves as director on Board of portfolio holding companies with 
international exposure.  He also sits on the strategic committee of 
South Suez Capital and regularly attends Investment Committee 
meetings and Advisory Boards.  Cedric is also an FIVB level I coach.

Hobbies and Interest - Beachvolley/Volleyball: Cedric is a member 
of the Beachvolley national team

Favourite quote - “The best way to learn is to teach others.”

CEDRIC  
BEGUINOT 
Chief Financial Officer  
and Director, South Suez 
Capital Limited



Helmut is an experienced banker on the African Continent. Currently 
he holds the title of Regional Chief Executive Africa Regions of the 
Standard Bank Group. He held various key positions within Standard 
Bank Group in product teams (mostly Investment Banking). Since 
2008 he has managed people across Sub-Saharan Africa in product 
as well as client orientated teams, including serving as Head of Client 
Coverage Africa Regions and Head of Investment Banking Africa 
Regions

Hobbies and Interest - Cycling

Favourite quote - “If one does not know to which port one is sailing, 
no wind is favorable.”

HELMUT  
ENGELBRECHT 
Regional Chief Executive, 
Standard Bank Africa

Arvind Hari has been appointed as Chairperson of the Board  of 
Standard Bank (Mauritius) Limited in October 2021.  He served as 
Partner at KPMG for 21 years. He was a member of KPMG’s Policy 
Board for 11 years, Partner in Charge of the IT Audit and Advisory 
Business Unit of KPMG and Executive Partner responsible for KPMG’s 
Finances, Executive Remuneration, People (Human Resources) and 
internal IT unit.  

Hobbies and Interest - Walking, photography and reading

Favourite quote - “We cannot solve our problems with the same 
thinking we used when we created them.”  - Albert Einstein

ARVIND HARI 
Chairman,  
Standard Bank Mauritius

Irshaan joined Standard Bank (Mauritius) Limited in July 2022 as 
Head: Data. Irshaan has been in the banking industry for 13 years. 
He has been part of the Standard Bank group for the past decade 
building deep expertise in African financial markets. He has designed 
and implemented solutions to support growth strategies across 
multiple segments and sectors across the continent and for the 
group. Prior to joining the Standard Bank (Mauritius) Limited, he was 
the Head of Innovation for the Global Markets Client business in Africa 
and International regions.

Hobbies and Interest - Old mafia movies, old music, classic cars, and 
everything digital about AFRICA!

Favourite quote - “Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world.” -  Nelson Mandela

IRSHAAN  
RAGHUNUNAN
Head Data, 
Standard Bank Mauritius



Kevin joined Standard Bank in 2008.  Prior to assuming his current 
role, Kevin managed the Trade Solutions Structuring team, 
responsible for the structuring and execution of a bespoke range 
of trade finance and working capital solutions for Standard Bank’s 
Corporate client franchise across the African continent. 

Hobbies and Interest - Canoeing and playing golf

Favourite quote - “The more I work and practice, the luckier I seem 
to get.” -  Gary Player 

With more than 13 years of financial services experience, Candice 
worked across multiple countries in strategy and execution of large 
change initiatives.

Hobbies and Interest - Classical Pianist

Favourite quote - “I would rather have questions that can’t be 
answered than answers which can’t be questioned.”

KEVIN HOLMES 

CANDICE  
MATTHEWS 

Head Trade,  
Product Management,  
Standard Bank Group

Executive Platform Business, 
Standard Bank Group

Fiona Thomas joined Standard Bank (Mauritius) Limited in July 2021 
as Head: Client Coverage. She has been with Standard Bank for 26 
years and has held various positions within the Group including her 
most recent role as Executive: Client Coverage, Consumer Sector. 
Fiona has spent the last 14 years in the Coverage team, primarily 
responsible for Global Multinational Corporates including selected 
key Group strategic clients. She has played a key part in building the 
Consumer Sector strategy and has been part of the team driving 
CST2.0 and embedding of the Client Engagement Model.

Hobbies and Interest - Tennis, Netflix and supporting the Springboks!

Favourite quote - “Whatever you are, be a good one.” 
                 - Abraham Lincoln

FIONA THOMAS 
Head Client Coverage,  
Standard Bank Mauritius


